
	
  

	
  

	
  

	
   	
  

Events & Speaking Engagements ……………………………………. 

Lasalle College of the Arts 
Mar/Apr  2011 

ITI  Director  T.  Sasi tharan conducted two lectures for the new 

semester  of Lasal le’s  MA in Ar ts & Cul tural Management.  The 

lectures  are part  of  a module enti t led “Global Management of 

the Arts and Cul ture”. 

“A View of Total Theatre: Remembering William Teo”  
12 Feb 2011 

This memorial  held  at The Substation  to commemorate the 

10th anniversary  of  theatre pioneer  Wil l iam Teo’s passing 

featured video screenings of  his  productions  and a forum on 

Teo’s notion of total theatre.  Sasi  was among the featured 

speakers of  the forum, that also included Jeremiah Choy, 

El izabeth de Roza and Sonny Lim.  

Attakkalari India Biennial 2011 – International Contemporary 
Dance Festival 
28 Jan – 6  Feb 2011 

This major festival  in Bangalore is  organised by  the Attakkaral i  

Centre for  Movement Ar ts,  whose aim is to “ faci l i ta te the 

development of  contemporary cul tural expressions in  India”.  

Sasi  participated in  the fes tival on several  fronts.  As an artis t,  

he provided the l ive voice accompaniment to Raka Mai tra’s  

per formance of In  Mi ra, presented at the Young 

Choreographers  Platform. As  Director of IT I,  he spoke about 

the ins ti tute at the festi val  conference as wel l  as  to a private 

gathering of people and ar tists from the theatre community  in  

Bangalore. During this tr ip to India, Sasi  also went to 

Natanakairal i  Research and Per forming Centre for  Tradi tional  

Arts in  Kerala and gave a talk about ITI .  
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Singapore Perspectives 2011 – “Our Inclusive Society: Going 
Forward” 
17 Jan 2011 

At this annual conference organised by the Insti tute of Pol icy 

Studies  (IPS),  Sasi was par t of  a 12-member  panel from 

various  industr ies  who shared their views on three major topics 

– a “Global Ci ty”,  a “Caring Community”  and the “Singapore 

Spir i t” . Singapore Perspectives is  a major IPS event that 

“seeks to engage thinking Singaporeans in  a l ively  debate 

about the public pol icy  chal lenges the country faces”.  The 

event was widely  covered in the media. 

The Strai ts  Times  repor ted that  Sasi  “dwel t on the point  that  

Singapore has  the in frastructure of a global  ci ty , but not the 

freedom of pol i t ical  and social discourse to match. He recal led 

an encounter with noted South Afr ican civi l  r ights activ i st  Albie 

Sachs in 2009 who remarked, when Mr Sasi tharan in troduced 

himsel f as  coming from Singapore: ‘Ah, you have every thing 

except a soul .’  Mr  Sasitharan said  i t  was a ‘devas tating 

remark’ , but  one that  made him real ise how deeply  he fel t  for 

Singapore”. 

Another  report  about the conference may be seen here:  

http: //sg.yfi ttopostblog.com/2011/01/17/singapore-a-nation-of-

paradoxes/ 

Graey Festival 2010: Vivisection 
22 – 28 Nov 2010 

Presented by  the Graey Festival and The Substation, this  event 

saw local and international  dance and theatre practi t ioners  

present works  and share ideas  at per formances,  workshops  

and open rehearsals.  The fes tival focused on in terrogating 

“Asian-ness” in  contemporary dance, movement and 

per formance. Sasi  gave an in troductory  briefing to the fes tival 

when i t began, and moderated the forum that  closed the 

fes tival.   

Traditional Southeast Asian Theatre & Dance: Ruptures & 
Continuities 
18 – 20 Nov 2010 

Sasi  attended this  conference organised by  ASWARA or  

Akademi  Seni  Budaya & Warisan Kebangsaan (National 

Academy of  Arts , Cul ture & Heri tage) held at Universi ty  of  
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Malaya, Kuala Lumpur . It  was an excel lent oppor tuni ty  for  the 

exchange of  views and ideas  on Southeast Asian performing ar t 

forms wi th  ar tis ts,  arts  practi t ioners and academics from 

Malaysia and the region. 

Fourth World Summit on Arts & Culture, Johannesburg 
22 – 25 Sep 2010 

Sasi  was a keynote speaker  and panel l ist  at  this international  

event, organised by  the International  Federation of  Arts  

Counci ls and Cul ture Agencies ( IFACCA) and hos ted by  the 

National Ar ts Counci l  of  South Afr ica. It  was attended by over 

300 delegates from more than 60 countr ies .  

Today Online Blog “The Substation! Old photos! Small talk with the 
artistic directors!” 
14 Sep 2010 

In this  blog by Mayo Martin,  Sasi,  Audrey  Wong and Lee Weng 

Choy – al l  pas t ar tistic directors of  The Substation – together 

with  current artis tic director  Noor  E ffendy Ibrahim were 

interviewed in commemoration of  the ar ts  centre’s  16th 

anniversary . They shared their early memories of the venue and 

their views on i ts  significance in  the development of  

Singapore’s ar ts scene, i ts role and identi ty and i ts  future 

chal lenges. On The Substation deciding to be on the fr inge and 

developing that  fr inge, Sasi fel t that  “ for  creativ i ty  to happen, 

there had to be a tension between the fr inge and the centre.  

…We could bring in small  acts and began to consciously  

develop the aes thetics  of smallness .  We made a vir tue of  

disadvantage.” 

For  the complete blog,  please go to: 

http: //blogs .todayonl ine.com/forartssake/2010/09/14/the-

substation-old-photos-small- talk-with-the-ar tistic-directors / 

SMU Lunchtalk “Censorship: What Does It Mean For You?” 
8 Sep 2010 

The speakers  at  this talk organised by  Singapore Management 

Universi ty were Sasi  and curater /wri ter June Yap. They 

discussed the nature of censorship and how it  affects not only  

the arts but also i ts publ ic.  The talk addressed questions such 

as how an individual may be af fected, whether  people should 

be bothered, and what the implications and applications  of  the 

censorship  process are in Singapore. 

	
  

3 



	
  
4 

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

HPAIR 2010 Asia Conference 
20 – 24 Aug 2010 

This event is  part  of  a series of annual  conferences launched in  

1991 by  the Harvard Project for Asian and International 

Relations  (HPAIR) to faci l i ta te dialogue on economic, pol i tical  

and social  issues  relevant to the Asia-Paci fic region.  Held in  

Singapore,  the 2010 Asia Conference had the theme, 

“Sustaining Momentum: Ten years  into the Asian Century” .  At 

one of the seminar  sessions in the five-day programme, Sasi  

spoke on the topic, “Asia Unbound: re-imagining Tradi tion”. 

Celebrate Drama! 2010 
20 – 21 Aug 2010 

Organised by  the Singapore Drama Educators Association ,  this  

event aimed to show how drama may be used for  problem-

solving in the family,  community  and workplace. During the 

two-day programme, ITI  introduced i ts community  outreach 

programme, Singapore School  Project , that brings  creative 

learning into the school  curr iculum. The project’s  Co-Director  

Airan Berg spoke on what i t  entai led while Sasi,  also Co-

Director  and IT I Director,  f ielded questions f rom the audience, 

which included school teachers  and principals. 

Forum “Work-Life: The Making of Community” 

5 – 6 Mar 2010 

ITI  and the Bri tish  Council  co-presented this event, which is  

par t of  the counci l ’s ongoing regional Creative Ci ties programme 

looking at questions of  inclusivi ty , communi ties  and the city . 

The forum comprised various  sessions, in which participants  

shared their  experiences of  community  making, as wel l  as 

breakout discussion groups, workshops and a tour of the Tiong 

Bahru neighbourhood. More than 100 people par ticipated and 

they included individuals  from the academia, research, 

community work, education, pol icymaking,  the creative sector 

and the arts . 

Roundtable Discussion on “Openness in the Media and the Arts in 
Singapore” 
25 Jan 2010 

Sasi  was invited to participate in  this roundtable discussion 

organised by the US Embassy. 
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Consultancy ……………………………………………………………... 

Ngee Ann Polytechnic 
 
ITI  was engaged to develop part  of  the curr iculum for  the new 

Diploma in Ar ts Business Management at Ngee Ann 

Polytechnic,  which began in Apri l  2010. The scope of work also 

included teaching of the firs t-year  modules  in Art  History  and 

Development of  Theatre & Drama. The appointment was 

faci l i ta ted by Emily Hi l l ,  of  which ITI  is  one of  the co- founders .   

Workforce Development Agency (WDA) 
 
Since 2008, ITI  General Manager  Goh Su Lin has  been 

consul ted by WDA in  the development of competency s tandards  

in the arts  and culture sector.  This is  part  of WDA’s  Workforce 

Ski l ls  Qual i f ications (WSQ) system, a “national  credential ing 

system” applied to competency-based training of the workforce. 

From 2008, Su Lin was appointed a member  of the Ar ts  & 

Cul ture Manpower  Ski l ls & Training Council  to val idate 

competency standards for  arts  and culture. In 2008 and 2009, 

she was a member  of  the work group developing competency 

standards for  entrepreneurs  in  the creative industr ies .  In  2010, 

she was invited to chair  the work group for  the development of 

competency standards for  arts  management, which WDA is  

developing in par tnership wi th  National Ar ts  Counci l . In  January  

2011, she was invi ted to be part  of the focus group on legal 

and governance competencies.   

Other News ……………………………………………………………… 

A Juggler’s Tale by Traditions & Editions Theatre Circus 
5 – 7 May 2011 

TETC presents  i ts  second play  since i ts  formation in  2009. A 

Juggler’s Tale  is being presented as par t  of Esplanade’s The 

Studios  series.  TETC is a theatre col lective set  up by  graduates  

of  the Theatre Training & Research Programme (now IT I) from 

al l  cohorts  and originating from 12 countries. They aim to 

stimulate cul tural  exchange to cul tivate cul tural  sensiti v i ty , 

keeping al ive Kuo Pao Kun’s vis ion and legacy of in tercultural  

theatre.  For more information about the play , go to h ttp: // the-

jugglers-tale.blogspot.com/ 
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